Holiday Safety
The Holidays are upon us and the staff at Dorchester County Health Department wishes everyone a safe and wonderful holiday.  There are simple steps you can take to ensure a safe and happy holiday.

Preventing Holiday Tree Fires

When you are keeping a live tree in your house, you need to take special fire safety precautions.  When selecting a tree, bounce the tree trunk on the ground.  If lots of needles fall off, the tree has been cut too long, has probably dried out, and can be a fire hazard.  You want the needles to be green and hard to pull back from the branches.  Once you have the tree home, do not place it close to any heat sources, including a fireplace or heat vent.  The heat will dry out the tree, which will cause it to be more easily ignited by heat, flame or sparks.  If you smoke, do not drop or flick cigarette ashes near the tree.  Make sure the tree stand is filled with water at all times.  Do not leave the tree up for longer than two weeks.

Holiday Lights

Many people decorate their homes are yards with holiday lights.  Make sure you inspect all lights each year for any frayed wires, bare spots, broken or cracked sockets, and excessive kinking or wear before putting them up. Make sure you do not link more than three light strands, unless the directions indicate it is safe.  Do not leave holiday lights on unattended.

Candles

Candles can be very dangerous, so make sure they are in stable holders and placed where they cannot be knocked down easily.  Never leave the house with candles burning.  Be especially careful around young children.

Holiday Parties

The holidays are a wonderful time to gather with friends and family and celebrate the season.  However due to traveling we need to keep safety in mind.  If you choose to celebrate with alcohol use these alternative safety measures.  Designate a sober driver, call a taxi cab or stay the night where you are.  If you don’t find a safe way home, consider yourself lucky if you are arrested.  If you drive after drinking or using drugs, you can lose your life or destroy someone else’s.

